
ARTISTprofile

Name: Sophie
Howard

Gallery: Oc Eo
Gallery

Who and what has most influenced your work?
Right now it’s got to be dancers. I went on a tango tour of Vietnam last
year and the place and its people, its art and culture and utter beauty
have really got under my skin. Dance challenges me as a sculptor. It is an
overwhelming thing to try to tackle in static three dimensions.

At what age did you come into your own with your style?
I have always felt that I am just beginning to ‘get there’, ever since I was
eleven and realised how much it mattered to me.

What has inspired your latest exhibition?
People’s bodies and their fire and life, how fine, and how temporary and
how fluid people and their lives are.

What makes your work different?
It’s texture and colour, it’s an odd mix of materials and it’s sensuality.

Are you fan of modern art?
Definitely. I am a modern artist! It’s a great tide that has a life of its own.
Ideas can’t be shut up in a box.

If you had to summarise your work in one word, what would
you say?
Sexy.

Apart from the gallery you’re exhibiting in what is your
favourite gallery in Bath/Bristol?
Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery is familiar and architecturally
pleasing and a constant source of inspiration, from its dinosaurs to its
new art. Banksy was amazing last year and showed just how brillaint
and fresh such a place can be.

Why should people visit this particular show and gallery?
It is a dynamic and inspiring selection and will make people think about
who they are and how they live.

Name: Deborah van der Beek
Gallery: Victoria Art Gallery

Who and what has most influenced your work?
The British Museum, which I lived near as a child. All that wonderful
Greek, Egyptian and Assyrian stuff – and all for free… just like our
Victoria Gallery here in Bath.

At what age did you come into your own with your style?
I started sculpture late. I had illustrated books for years, but always
felt something was missing. Then I went to a sculpture life class at
Bath Artists’ Studios. It was a complete revelation. I changed from that
moment.

What has inspired your latest exhibition?
There is a mix of work, some quite intimate, inspired by books or
legends – Don Quixote, Ned Kelly. I seem to gravitate to the
underdog. Two large pieces, ‘Fifth Horseman’ and ‘The World Gone
Pear-Shaped’, are driven by greater concerns – the effect of man’s
impact on the planet. ‘Fifth Horseman’ is an apocalyptic warning: his
fat greedy belly full of burger and chips (cast from real ones, stuck into
the original clay) a traffic jam backbone, cast rubbish form his ribs.
TWGPS is a more lyrical piece: a bite has been taken from the pear,
but a golden pip promises future hope. Then, of course there’s my
Modern Pentathlon piece, commissioned for the 2012 Olympics…
back to Ancient Greece again. Modern Pentathlon athletes train here
in Bath, at the University. I’ve had a great time drawing them in
action, they’ve made me feel very welcome.

What makes your work different?
My work isn’t always easy to like at first. It isn’t smooth, or pretty. I
hope it has truth, and sometimes, beauty.

Why should people visit this particular show and gallery?
My show in the Victoria Art Gallery begins on 26 June and runs all
the way to 5 September. And if you do visit my show, do explore the
permanent collection upstairs… a marvellous little Klee, a great Ken
Armitage, and lots, lots more.

My work isn’t always easy to
like at first. It isn’t smooth, or pretty. I
hope it has truth, and sometimes,
beauty.

Sophie Howard, She Goes

Ideas can’t be shut up in a box.� �
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Deborah van der Beek, Sancho's Siesta
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