VIETNAMESE CONTEMPORARY ART COMES TO LONDON WITH MALL GALLERIES EXHIBITION AND SALE BY OC-EO ART APRIL 7-17

OPENING NIGHT CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION FOR COLLECTORS AND ENTHUSIASTS APRIL 7

London, Monday, March 10 2008 – Peter Quintana and the Partners of Oc-Eo Art, a fine art company specialising in contemporary and modern Vietnamese art, announced today that they will mount an exhibition of modern and contemporary paintings from Vietnam entitled ‘Imagining the Source’.  The exhibition will be held at the Mall Galleries, The Mall, London SW1, from Monday 7 April to Thursday 17 April inclusively. 30 works by three leading Vietnamese artists will be on view and offered for sale.   The artists are:
Ho Huu Thu – known for his lacquer art and for his substantial contribution to its development from basic handicraft to fine art.  Ho Huu Thu’s colourful and vibrant work is popular all over Asia, particularly in Japan where works have been sold in the region of $50,000.  

Kim Bach – the most prominent female artist of her generation in Vietnam. Still painting at the age of 70, her work has been actively collected by the Ho Chi Minh Fine Arts museum, but has, to date, only rarely been offered for sale outside Vietnam. Kim Bach’s silk painting of landscapes and still life are executed with a freedom of line and expression giving her subjects a soothing, spiritual space that sets them apart from everyday life.  
Le Vuong – as well as being collected by the Vietnam Fine Arts Museum, Le Vuong’s work is well known in the United States, Japan and France.  A master of light and dark, Le Vuong instils a sense of beauty into his realistic still life work of ordinary, everyday objects, assembled together as if on a stage. Light drifts like music across his canvases, from a sombre, quiet space, to the brightly lit high notes of a bowl or a glass.
Peter Quintana, founder of Oc-Eo Art said ‘I am delighted to have had the opportunity to meet these artists in Vietnam and to now be able to offer their work here in the UK. Vietnam is developing a thriving economy and it’s only in recent times that its talented artists are beginning to emerge into the global spotlight, following in the footsteps of their South East Asian brethren.’
Dr. Elizabeth Moore, Senior lecturer at the Department of Art and Archaeology at the School of Oriental and African Art (SOAS) commented ‘It is indeed welcome to see here in London evidence of the burgeoning market for Southeast Asian contemporary art in Europe’. The Three artists, she adds, ‘showcase well the diverse and evocative paintings in Vietnam today’. 
Oc-Eo Art was founded by Peter Quintana and his wife Carol in 2006, after he decided to retire from a career in IT and operations, some of which was spent in the Far East. Peter has travelled extensively throughout Vietnam and neighbouring countries, where he developed a passion for Asian and in particular Vietnamese art. Over the past 10 years he has acquired over 200 works from Vietnam and, since founding Oc-Eo Art has mounted several exhibitions in London’s Cork Street and in his home town of Bath.   
www.oc-eo.co.uk 
‘Imagining the Source’ will be on show from 7 -17 April at the Mall Galleries, The Mall, London SW1.  A private preview for the press will be held from 17:00hrs to 18:30hrs on Monday, April 7.  This will be followed by a champagne reception for VIPs, collectors and enthusiasts.
For further information and photographs, to attend the private press preview or to interview Peter Quintana please contact:

Alexandra Foley or Rebecca Kirby

ALEX FOLEY AND ASSOCIATES LIMITED

www.alexfoleypr.com
Tel: 020 7352 3144 

Email: pa@alexfoleypr.com
Notes to editors:
Oc-Eo Art has had the following exhibitions in the UK:

· October 2006 – launch of Oc-Eo Art and Through Eastern Eyes – Bath Spa Hotel, Bath

· February 2007 – From East to West - Troubadour Gallery, Old Brompton Road, London

· April 2007 – Hanoi Spring – Arndean Gallery, Cork Street, London
· May 2007 – Hidden Charms – Chapel Row Gallery, Bath

· June 2007 – Perceptions of Woman – Smithfield Gallery, London

· October 2007 – Light and Life – Arndean Gallery, Cork Street, London

· November 2007 – A Sense of Space – works by Nguyen Thanh Binh and Nguyen Dieu Thuy – Mall Galleries, London SW1
· December 2007 – Four Seasons – Chapel Row Gallery, Bath
Background on Vietnam and its art
Vietnam is changing rapidly from a closed and repressive nation into an economic powerhouse.  Artists have previously been timid and their works have reflected this, being limited to family scenes, landscapes and still life works depicting ordinary life.  Many of Hanoi’s contemporary artists feel that still have a long way to go to catch up with the relative audaciousness of their neighbours in China.  Since the 1980’s Vietnam has had a government policy of openness and artists have demonstrated greater freedom of expression.  At present there are an increasing number of artists embracing the avant-garde. In counterpoint, many are also seeking solace in their cultural roots which is reflected in work inspired by village and folklore imagery.

Vietnam remains a conservative country which still lives in the shadow of its past but the situation is slowly changing as witnessed by artists who left the country decades ago and are now returning.
French colonists established the ‘Fine Arts College of Indochine’ (FACI) in the 19th Century. In 1945 the Communist party resisted the French invaders to seek independence.  In 1954 Vietnam was divided into North and South in accordance with the Geneva Agreement.  North Vietnam established a socialist system and in 1959 the war between Vietnam and the USA started.  In 1975 the Vietnam War ended and soon after the country was unified. 
In 1986, Viet Nam began to introduce sweeping liberalization in all sectors of its previously hardline, centrally planned, and closed economy. Referred to as doi moi, this "renovation" has produced dramatic changes in the lives of Vietnamese and their households. Agricultural production has soared, personal incomes have increased and artistic development has accelerated. The country now welcomes foreign trade, investment, tourists, business people, students, and scholars. Viet Nam is a new member of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the World Trade Organisation (WTO).  
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