[image: image1.jpg]Oc-Eo

Contemporary Vietnamese Fine Art





1st August 2007 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Oc-Eo Art are delighted to announce our autumn programme of exhibitions with ‘Light and Life’ at the Arndean Gallery, 23 Cork Street, London, from 30th September to 13th October.
‘Light and Life’ contrasts 3 leading Vietnamese artists who’s use of line, light and colour in the portrayal of the female nude provide a glimpse of the remarkable diversity of work being produced in Vietnam today.
From Ho Chi Minh City, Nguyen Bich Ngoc depicts her nudes as young, playful girls, tending their hair or looking coyly from her canvases, with simplicity of line and, when working with water colour on rice paper, hardly any colour at all. Also from HCMC, Nguyen Than, known for his highly coloured oil work, now also makes use of a subtle palette - greys tinged with ochre or violet. However, his figures, expressionist in form if no longer in colour, are intense and literally overflow his paintings.
Sharing Bich Ngoc’s simplicity of line, but depicting his women from a romantic, male perspective, Hanoi-born Dao Thanh Dzuy’s control of light results in paintings of great grace and charm. Comfortable working in oil on canvas or Chinese ink on rice paper, Dzuy’s use of colour is also sparing, often limiting himself solely to a dab of red ribbon in his model’s hair.
All three artists are highly regarded in Vietnam and have exhibited and are being collected throughout Asia, Europe and the USA. Nguyen Than’s work has also been collected by the Ho Chi Minh and Singapore Art Museums. Bich Ngoc is currently preparing for exhibitions in Hungary, Belgium and the Netherlands in the next 12 months.

‘Light and Life’ opens on Monday 1st October with a private preview and reception by invitation only, starting at 6pm, and then to the general public daily from 10am to 6pm (not Sundays) until Saturday 13th October. If you would like to attend the opening reception, please contact Peter or Carol Quintana at Oc-Eo Art for an invitation.
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